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The word mission comes from the Latin word mittere, which 
means “to send.” In the most general sense, a mission is an 
assigned duty or task. When we use the term mission in refer-
ence to the Church, we are talking about something more. 
The Church is missionary by its very nature, because it exists 
to continue the works of the risen Lord. The Church contin-
ues to respond to Jesus’ words: “Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19, NRSV). Each of the 
baptized is given a work and a task to accomplish: God’s 
work, God’s task, for the mission of which we are a part is not 
our own, but God’s. Through the sacraments, we are empow-
ered for mission. Some of us go to mission lands, and others 
respond to the call to radical service as priests and religious. 
But every Christian is called to witness to the person and 
message of Jesus through the way we carry out our daily 
responsibilities, glorifying God by our lives.
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